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Sogdians in Khotan: Centering on the Sogdian Documents

in the Renmin University Collection
BI Bo

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: In the collection of ancient documents acquired by the Renmin University Museum in
2010, thirteen pieces are written in Sogdian. This is a substantial group of Sogdian documents dis-
covered in recent years. These documents include economic texts, letters, and other types of writ-
ings, and provide important information shedding great light on the activities of pre-modern Sogdi-
ans in the Tarim Basin oasis kingdom of ancient Khotan. Through an in-depth analysis of a few eco-
nomic documents and a long business letter, this article examines the trading and commercial net-
works of the Sogdians in Khotan and its neighboring areas. This article also studies Sogdian traders’
interactions with different ethnic groups, for instance, the Han Chinese, the Khotanese, and the
Jews, and the Sogdian religious beliefs of the time. It not only reveals the important role that the
Sogdians had played in the commercial connections and cultural exchange between different regions.,
but also reflects the multicultural life of ancient Khotan societies.

Key words: Sogdian documents; Khotan; Renmin University Museum
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