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Academic Value of the Chinese Manuscripts in the Renmin University
Collection of Writings on the Western Regions:

Centering on the Documents Related to the Garrison Troops

MENG Xianshi
(School of History, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The Renmin University Museum received a batch of Khotanese manuscripts in 2010.

These manuscripts are allegedly dated to the Tang Dynasty, including more than 300 pieces in Chi-
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nese, some of which were probably produced during the reign of Wu Zetian. Many of the docu-
ments are related to garrison troops, which not only help understand the military and political sys-
tem and its changes of the time, but also reveals the relationship between the garrison troops and
local people.

Key words: Documents in the Renmin University collection; Tang Dynasty; Western Regions; Gar-

rison Troop
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