A Preliminary Study of the Remarrying of Huizhou Widows During
the Period from the Late Qing to the Early Republic of China: In
the Example of the Huizhou Documents Collected at the RUC

Museum
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Abstract: In recently years, the research perspective of Huizhou culture has been broadened as more
and more documents are discovered. The common knowledge of Huizhou women is that the morality
of keeping chaste instructed their daily lives, thoughts and behaviors as was influenced by Cheng-Zhu
Neo-Confucianism. This article studies through the Huizhou documents of the period from the late
Qing dynasty to the early Republic of China collected at the Museum of Renmin University of China
(RUC) concentrating on the remarrying of Huizhou widows. The current authors points out that widows’
remarrying was a common phenomenon among Huizhou public especially lower-class people, while the
remarrying should follow certain regulations. Those documents are of great importance for the research
of marriage system, women'’s social status and family pattern during that period.
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